Maternal Drug Addiction: Influences on mother-child relationship and on early child development. by DE PALO, Francesca et al.
Original Citation:
Maternal Drug Addiction: Influences on mother-child relationship and on early child development.
Publisher:
Published version:
DOI:
Terms of use:
Open Access
(Article begins on next page)
This article is made available under terms and conditions applicable to Open Access Guidelines, as described at
http://www.unipd.it/download/file/fid/55401 (Italian only)
Availability:
This version is available at: 11577/3207759 since: 2016-11-09T12:14:42Z
Università degli Studi di Padova
Padua Research Archive - Institutional Repository
	
1	
	
	
Editor	in	chief	MJCP			Salvatore	Settineri		 Suppl.		4/2	A					
AIP	Clinical	and	Dynamic	Section		
Proceedings	SYMPOSIA	
	
By	Tambelli	Renata	&	Trentini	Cristina	
	
	
	
	
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Proceedings 
XVIII NATIONAL CONGRESS 
ITALIAN PSYCHOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION 
CLINICAL AND DYNAMIC SECTION 
ROMA -SEPTEMBER 16-18 2016 
 
 
Department of Dynamic and Clinical Psychology 
Sapienza University,  Roma, Italy 
 
SYMPOSIUM  SESSION 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
	
2	
	
	
Editor	in	chief	MJCP			Salvatore	Settineri		 Suppl.		4/2	A					
AIP	Clinical	and	Dynamic	Section		
Proceedings	SYMPOSIA	
	
By	Tambelli	Renata	&	Trentini	Cristina	
	
	
	
	
 
 
 
Scientific Committee 
 
Members Maria Francesca Freda (University of  Naples – Federico II), Mario Fulcheri (University 
of “ G. D’Annunzio” Chieti), Enrico Molinari (University of Cattolica Sacro Cuore, Milan), 
Fiorella Monti (Alma Mater Studiorum University of Bologna), Cristiano Violani (University of 
Sapienza, Roma), Giulio Cesare Zavattini (University of Sapienza, Roma) 
 
Honorary commitee 
Chair Renata Tambelli (University of Sapienza,  Roma) 
 
Members Vincenzo Caretti (University of  LUMSA, Roma), Benedetto Farina (University 
Europea,  Roma), Stefano Ferracuti (University of Sapienza,  Roma), Fiorenzo Laghi (University of 
Sapienza, Roma), Viviana Langher (Professore Associato, Sapienza University of Sapienza, Roma), 
Caterina Lombardo (University of Sapienza, Roma), Luigi Solano (University of Sapienza, Roma), 
Anna Maria Speranza (University of Sapienza, Roma) 
 
Local Committe 
Members: Rita Cerutti (University of Sapienza, Roma), Silvia Cimino (University of Sapienza, 
Roma), Barbara Cordella (University of Sapienza, Roma), Francesco Gazzillo (University of 
Sapienza, Roma), Carlo Lai (University of Sapienza, Roma), Manuela Tomai (University of 
Sapienza, Roma), Cristina Trentini (University of Sapienza, Roma), Barbara Volpi (University of 
Sapienza, Roma), Riccardo Williams (University of Sapienza, Roma) 
 
Technical & Secretary Members 
Marina Diotallevi,  Fabia Eleonora Banella, Giulia Ballarotto, Federica Genova, Antonio Gnazzo, 
Viviana Guerriero, Giulia Marino, Nicola Nardelli, Alessia Renzi, Anna Maria Trovato 
 
 
 
 
 
 
	
65	
	
	
Editor	in	chief	MJCP			Salvatore	Settineri		 Suppl.		4/2	A					
AIP	Clinical	and	Dynamic	Section		
Proceedings	SYMPOSIA	
	
By	Tambelli	Renata	&	Trentini	Cristina	
	
	
	
	
 
 
MATERNAL DRUG ADDICTION: INFLUENCES ON MOTHER-CHILD 
RELATIONSHIP AND ON EARLY CHILD DEVELOPMENT 
 
De Palo Francesca (1), Porreca Alessio (1), Simonelli Alessandra (1) 
(1) Department of Developmental Psychology and Socialization, University of Padova 
Much literature has pointed out parental drug addiction as a risk factor at multiple levels for the 
dyad, affecting parenting quality, child development and more globally the adult-child relationship. 
Drug addicted mothers are often reported as less sensitive, more intrusive and less able to regulate 
negative affects during early adult-child interactions. On the other hand, children of addicted 
mothers are often described as more irritable or more passive. The aim of this research was to 
investigate longitudinally the quality of adult-child relationship and of child interactive and 
emotional development in a group of drug addicted mothers and their children prenatally exposed to 
substances. The study involved 25 mother-child pairs (with children aged between 2 and 24 
months) with drug addicted mothers. The dyads were followed for a 15 months-period and assessed 
regularly (every 3 months) through the application of the Emotional Availability Scales (EAS – 
Biringen, 2008) to videotaped free play interactions. In this way it has been possible to consider 
both the mothers’ and the children’s contribution  to the development of their relationship. 
The results were controversial, showing on one hand changes related only to specific EA 
dimensions and on the other hand patterns of changes that seemed characteristics of specific 
patterns of emotional availability. Dyads that initially showed interactions of better quality tended 
to improve their relationship during time, whereas dyads that exhibited more difficulties at the 
beginning of the study did not show improvements. Moreover, children of dyads which experienced 
interactions of better quality showed better interactive and emotional features than children of dyads 
characterized by more dysfunctional patterns of interaction. Dyads characterized by maternal drug 
addiction are often reported to be at higher risk for experiencing difficulties during everyday 
interactions and more likely to be associated to less optimal developmental outcomes. Anyway the 
results of our study highlight that, despite the condition of drug addiction, experiencing a 
relationship of good quality could be associated to better mother-child interactions and to more 
functional interactive and emotional development for children. 
